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THE ISSUES 
NH communities are confronted by a challenging land use and 

environmental concerns stemming from growth and 

development. At the same time changes in our regional climate - 

particularly annual precipitation patterns and increases in the 

frequency and intensity of storm events - are placing increased 

stress on available resources and infrastructure. 

THE IMPACTS 
These pressures have resulted in increased stormwater runoff, 

declines in water quality, widespread flood damage to private 

and public property, and increased risk and vulnerability of 

certain populations and critical infrastructure. 

THE GOALS 
The purpose of consistent stormwater management in the 42 

communities comprising New Hampshire’s Coastal Watershed 

is to effectively and efficiently: 

 Control non-point source pollution from future 

development and land conversion. 

 Mitigate and reduce runoff and non-point sources of 

pollution from existing development through 

redevelopment guidelines. 

 Manage the quality and quantity of water resources. 

THE INITIATIVE To encourage the adoption of stormwater management standards to provide a consistent 

level of stormwater management and water quality protection within the 42 communities in NH’s coastal 

watershed. The model stormwater management draft standards are  available  on the website of the Southeast 

Watershed Alliance (SWA) at www.southeastwatershedalliance.org.  

Southeast Watershed Alliance 

Stormwater Management Initiative  
To reduce non-source point pollution and support MS4 permit compliance 

To  comment on the model stormwater standards or learn more about the Model Stormwater Initiative:  

  Julie LaBranche          Rockingham Planning Commission               (603) 778-0885      jlabranche@rpc-nh.org 

  Helen Perivier             Southeast Watershed Alliance                       (603) 275-7014      hperivier@southeastwatershedalliance.org 
 

To talk with planners about how municipal stormwater standards have benefited their communities: 

  David Cedarholm        Town of  Durham                       (603) 868-5578      Dcedarholm@ci.durham.nh.us 

  Bob Craycraft              Town of New Durham                                    (603) 859-2866      Bob.Craycraft@unh.edu 

  Tom Morgan                Town of Newington                                       (603)  436-1252      newington@ttlc.net 

http://www.southeastwatershedalliance.org/
http://www.southeastwatershedalliance.org/


THE MUNICIPAL ADOPTION AND IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS 

THE CRITICAL CORE ELEMENTS OF THE MODEL STANDARDS 
As either a zoning ordinance and/or land development regulation, municipal stormwater management 

standards should include the minimum “critical core elements” for communities to reduce storm water 

runoff in our communities and to support MS4 permit compliance.  These minimum  “critical core 

elements” of stormwater management are: 

 

Applicable Land Uses Minimum Trigger Conditions Best Management Practices 

Site  Redevelopment Maintenance Criteria Inspection of Infrastructure 

THE BENEFITS TO COMMUNITIES 

 Cost effective and efficient tool for stormwater infrastructure and water resources management 

 Provides a regulatory framework that helps meet federal and state requirements 

 Helps track changes in pollutant loading, sources and reductions 

 Anticipates projected changes in climate in stormwater infrastructure investments 

 Implements an adaptive water resource management strategy 

 Protects ecosystem services that humans rely on 


